[Surgical therapy of malignant melanoma of the external ear].
The data from our patients of the last 10 years were evaluated in relation to survival and recurrence. Very different surgical therapy-in some cases due to refusal of the therapy suggested-was performed in eight patients (including wedge shaped excision as well as ablation of the auricle). The mean survival ranged from 40 months up to the present. One patient died due to a local recurrence and regional and systemic metastases. One patient experienced local recurrence but is still well 16 months after he underwent surgical revision. Two patients died independently of the tumor. Comparison of our results with those of other studies confirms that the extent of the applied resection has of minor effect on recurrence and survival for this disease. Tumor thickness is the most important independent prognostic factor.